BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
cattle, and sheep, delighted me. 'One should think (said I,)
that die proprietor of all this must be happy.' - *Nay, Sir,
(said Johnson,) all this excludes but one evil - poverty.5
Our names were sent up, and a well-drest elderly house-
keeper, a most distinct articulator, shewed us the house;
which I need not describe, as there is an account of it pub-
lished in Adam's Works in Architecture. Dr Johnson thought
better of it to-day than when he saw it before; for he had
lately attacked it violently, saying, 'It would do excellently
for a town-hall. The large room with the pillars (said he,)
would do for the Judges to sit in at the assizes; the circular
room for a jury-chamber; and the rooms above for prisoners.'
Still he thought the large room ill lighted, and of no use but
for dancing in; and the bed-chambers but indifferent rooms;
and that the immense sum which it cost was injudiciously,
laid out. Dr Taylor had put him in mind of his appearing
pleased with the house. 'But (said he,) that was when Lord
Scarsdale was present. Politeness obliges us to appear pleased
with a man's works when he is present. No man will be so
ill bred as to question you. You may therefore pay compli-
ments without saying what is not true. I should say to Lord
Scarsdale of his large room, "My Lord, this is the most costly
room that I ever saw;" which is true.'
Dr [Thomas] Manningham, physician in London, who
was visiting at Lord Scarsdale's, accompanyed us through
many of the rooms, and soon afterwards my Lord himself,
to whom Dr Johnson was known, appeared, and did the
honours of the house. We talked of Mr Langton. Johnson,
with a warm vehemence of affectionate regard, exclaimed,
The earth does not bear a worthier man than Bennet Lang-
ton/ We saw a good many fine pictures, which I think are
described in one of Young's Tours. There is a printed
catalogue of them which the housekeeper put into my hand;
I should like to view them at leisure. I was much struck with
Daniel interpreting Nebuchadnezzar's dream by Rembrandt.
We were shown a pretty large library. In his Lordship's
dressing-room lay Johnson's small Dictionary : he shewed it
to me, with some eagerness. He observed, also, Goldsmith's
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